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■ Context

– CZ MEYS (www.msmt.cz) is responsible for both all types of education (incl. HEIs), 

and research

– CZ MEYS is the Managing Authority for the Operation Program Research, 

Development, and Education (opvvv.msmt.cz)

– CZ MEYS is the National Authority for Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps; 

national agency for all sectors is its funded organization the Czech National 

Agency for International Education and Research (www.dzs.cz)

– Founders of kindergartens and primary schools are usually municipalities, 

for secondary schools regions, their legal form is funded organization 

of municipality/region

– Universities have the biggest autonomy among the OECD countries

– HEIs have 8,000 Russian and 4,000 Ukrainian students in proper studies 

(ie. excl. mobilities)

– CZ distinguishes nationality and (state) citizenship

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic
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■ Friday, 25th February – Minister Gazdík‘s Call against Xenophobia

– https://www.msmt.cz/ministr-gazdik-do-skol-valecne-nepratelstvi-nepatri

– After incidents between Russian and Ukrainian 

university students

– „Individual pupil, or student is not directly 

responsible for the steps of his/her national 

politicians.“

– Call towards both HEIs, and schools teachers 

to actively communicate the current situation 

with pupils and students
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■ Monday, 28th February – Vice Minister Velčovský‘s Instruction

– https://www.msmt.cz/mezinarodni-vztahy/pokyn-namestka-velcovskeho-k-

dopadum-ruske-agrese-vuci

– Protection of the financial interests 

of EU and CZ

– Termination of all EU financial support

toward projects with the Russian 

subjects‘ participation or mobilities,

incl. public procurement

– Withdrawal of the Czech language 

teachers from the Russian universities

– Ban on transfering money to the banks 

owned by Russian entities
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■ Tuesday, 1st March – MEYS‘ Financial Support for HEIs

– https://www.msmt.cz/msmt-da-na-podporu-ukrajinskych-studentu-150-milionu

– MEYS provided extraordinary 

6 mil EUR for HEIs

– Targeted support for 

Ukrainian HEIs students 

(ie. provided by HEIs)

– Ukrainian students cannot return 

to their homeland and therefore

need further support

– Support for newly arrived students
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■ In the Meantime 

- Ambiguous Interpretation of Ukrainian Law

– Panic between Ukrainian students regarding their obligation to enlist

– Ukrainian Presidential Decree on Mobilization had to be approved by Parliament, 
process unclear, web unavailable 

– Its draft contained exemption for students (abroad as well?)

– Substantial part of students decided to enlist voluntarily

■ In the Meantime

- Spontaneous help of other students, associations, and NGOs

- Activation of civic society towards refugees

■ In the Meantime

- Update and revision of www.edu.cz for the Ukrainians‘ needs
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■ Wednesday, 2nd March – Minister Gazdík‘s Call for Education and Research Organization

– https://www.msmt.cz/vyjadreni-ministra-skolstvi-ke-spolupraci-cr-s-ruskou

– Organizations had to consider termination of the cooperation with Russian institutions 

– „Although I am well aware that 

the partial interests of Czech 

education and research may be 

endangered by this step, I cannot 

compromise on my political and 

especially ethical belief that it is 

impossible to cooperate with the 

country that started the war or 

its institutions.“

– All HEIs were asked by MEYS for 

launch specific scholarship 

programs for Ukrainian students
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■ Thursday, 3rd March – Scholar Handbook

– https://www.edu.cz/methodology/prirucka-pro-skoly-ukrajina/

– How to communicate with pupils about war

– How to integrate Ukrainian pupils 

and support their inclusion among peers

– How to support their mental health
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■ Friday, 4th March – Dubna Issue

– https://www.msmt.cz/ministr-skolstvi-ke-spolupraci-cr-se-sujv

– Minister decided to start preparing 

the termination of the Czech 

membership in the Joint Institute 

for Nuclear Research (Dubna, Russia)

– CZ/CS founding member in 1956

– Full members mainly the post-socialistic 

and post-soviet countries

– „It is not possible to cooperate in nuclear 

research with state that has militarily 

endangered the peaceful use of nuclear 

energy.“
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■ Friday, 4th March – Launched Web for Ukrainian Refugees on School Education

– https://www.edu.cz/ukrajina/
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■ Friday, 4th March – Launched Web for Students and Researchers

– https://www.studyin.cz/ukraine/

https://www.researchin.cz (in progress, linkage to https://scienceforukraine.eu/)

– Collaboration with the Czech 

Rectors Conference, the Czech

Academy of Sciences and other 

stakeholders

– Focused on both current, 

and future students and

researchers

– Signpost to the HEIs and

research organizations webs, 

their programs, scholarships 

and social assistance

– Job and accommodation offers
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■ Monday, 7th March – BFUG Proclamation

– The Russian Union of Rectors issued

statement which supports the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine, fully in line with 

the Putin propaganda

(https://rsr-online.ru/news/2022-god/

obrashchenie-rossiyskogo-soyuza-rektorov1/) 

– The European University Association Board 

suspended the membership of those 

universities whose leaders have signed 

the statement

– Call of the Bologna Follow-Up Group, 

placed on the CZ MEYS webpage

(https://www.msmt.cz/prohlaseni-skupiny-

bolonskeho-procesu)
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■ Current situation

– More than 2 M Ukrainian refugees (8th March Data)

– In the CZ, more than 150,000 refugees, half of them under 18, 
adults mainly women (10th March Data)

– CZ expects 500,000 refugees in total, 200,000 of them under 18

■ To-do: CZ Level

– Adoption of the ad hoc Law-Ukraine (adjustment of enrollment conditions, of 
curricula in specific cases, of Ukrainian assistants and teachers etc.); 
it is expected to be in force by the end of this week

– Systematical support for principals, teachers, current pupils and parents 
and refugees (the capacity of schools is sufficient in total, however, 
redistribution within CZ might be needed)

– Fight against Russian propaganda (alleged „state-organized pogroms“ 
on Russian pupils and students, their discrimination etc.)

– Support for Russian anti-régime students?

– Reflection of the situation while preparing the CZ PRES
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■ To-do: EU Level (if I humbly may)

– Accelerated approval of the ESIF Operation Programs (2021+) by EC,
MEYS OP draft is in current wording already prepared for aimed support,
further delays by EC are unacceptable

– By EC proposed adjustments to the current period are for CZ unusable 
(no free allocation of MEYS OP, ongoing projects are finishing without savings 
might to be potentially used) 

– EC proposes flexibility, however, only within funds; a possible solution would be 
to enable flexibility between funds and its increasing up to 20 %

– Collecting data, presenting the best practices on all levels 
(state/regions/municipalities/schools/NGOs/individuals), comparisons, 
allowing all stakeholders to teach from the Syrian migration crisis, 
incl. support the stakeholders‘ mobilities

– Further support of Erasmus (CZ appreciates very much the flexible reaction of EC)

– Fight against Russian propaganda and hoaxes

– Position towards anti-régime Russians?

– Plan for help reconstruct Ukrainian education and research sector?
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Thank you not for your attention only

but for your open minds, empathy, and decisiveness as well

Václav Velčovský, Ph.D.

Vice Minister for International Affairs, EU and ESIF

Ministry of Education, Youth, and Sports of the Czech Republic

Email: vaclav.velcovsky@msmt.cz

Cell phone: +420 778 743 888
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